A 14 month retrospective study was undertaken to determine the cost implications of the opening of a roller skating rink to the local hospital accident and emergency department (A and E). A total of 398 patients attended following injury at the roller skating rink, of whom 384 were included in the study. The estimated cost of their injuries was determined by the hospital accounts department. The average cost per patient attending the A and E department following roller skating injury was about £100. The total cost to the A and E department of all injuries sustained at the rink over this period was £38,412. The cost implications of opening a roller skating rink for the A and E department are considerable. If proposals for self-budgeting are applied, A and E departments will have to seek additional funding if such leisure facilities are opened in their vicinity.
Introduction
The leisure industry is booming. Sports and leisure facilities are becoming more adventurous and are likely to cause both major and minor injuries. Roller skating, ice skating and skate board facilities have appeared all over the country and are promoted as exciting, high speed leisure pursuits. The dangers of these sports to the inexperienced are often overlooked. There also seems to be little consideration of the implications of opening new leisure facilities on accident and emergency (A and E) departments 2. In June 1985 a roller skating rink was opened in Southend-on-Sea, Essex Figure 1 .
Results
Of the 384 patients, 185 sustained fractures and three dislocations to the various parts of the body ( Table 1) . The upper extremity was injured in 248 patients (65%). The wrist was the most commonly injured area (176 patients). The lower extremity was injured 
